25. "CONSTANT AWARENESS"
At the time that Bapu came to Bharat and started
work here, he was held in high regard by the Gov-
ernment of India. He was even awarded the Kaisar-
i-Hind medal! When the medal came to the Ashram,
I took it in my hand to examine it properly. It was a
thick thing of gold, in shape rather like an egg that had
been flattened on both sides. I said, "Bapu, you have
given a lot of help to the Empire, and your loyalty has
won you this medal. I am .afraid the Government are
out to lure you into their net." Bapu laughed. "Oh,
you believe that too, do you?" he asked.
I did not know then that the Kaiser-i-Hind medal
was awarded for humanitarian service only. Bapu ex-
plained this to me. I said again: "It is certainly very
valuable. You will probably sell it as usual, and use
the proceeds for national activities. You have done
that with lots of things." "No," said Bapu briefly, "I
am not thinking of selling it. Let it lie-here."
We forgot all about the medal, and Bapu went off
to Champaran to look into the troubles of the Champa-
ran peasantry. The Bihar Government ordered him
to leave the province. Bapu replied: "I am here to serve
my countrymen. I cannot leave this place." Along with
this reply, he sent a letter to the Ashram saying: "The
medal awarded to me by the Government is lying in the
Ashram. Return it immediately to the Viceroy. I cannot
keep it, since my services are not appreciated."1
1 The Government later allowed Gandhiji to hold an enquiry.
The medal was actually returned on August 1, 1920, on the
inauguration of the Non-co-operation Movement.
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